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u.i. DAY 
INTRO: TODAY, SUNDAY, TS UNITED HATIONS DAY, COMHMENORATING THE 
RATIFICATION OF THE U.it. CHARTER ON OCTOBER THEMTY FOURTH! NINETEEN 
FORTY FIVE, OUR Usii, CORRESPORDT 'T JOH? GUERRIMNI HAS SOME THOUGHTS 
Oi; THE OCCASIO!!,. 
TEXT: AT THe AGE OF THIRTY ONE, THE UNITED NATIONS IS OLDER THAN 
THE TAJORETY OF THE PEOPLE OF!) THE PLASET, THEY HAVE NO EXPERIENCE 
OF TiE EVENTS THAT BROUGHT THE U.i!. INTO BEING... THE DEVASTATING 
CONFLICT KNONN AS ‘fORLD VAR THO, IT VAS THE VICTORIOUS ALLIES OF 
THAT VAR...THE UNITED STATES, Tiit SOVIET UNION, BRITAIN, FRANCE 
AND CiilitA,..THAT SET UP THE U.-:. AliID IT'S A MEASURE OF HOW FAR 
THE VORLD 1S BEHEHO US THAT THE TH DEFZATED ENEHY COUNTRIES ARE 
ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THE ORGAHIZATIO!}, IN FACT TCDAY ITALY AND JAPAN 
HOLD SEATS Of THE SECURITY COUHCIL VHILE WEST GERMAIIY HAS JUST 
CEE! ELECTED TO START A TG YEAR Fini IN JANUARY. 

YES, ITS A DIFFERENT WOrLo, NOT ONLY FROI: THE WAR PERIOD BUT 
ALSO FROM THE EAMLY POST-''AR YEARS WHT! THE MAJOR INTERNATIONAL 
ISSUE VAS THE SPLIT THAT GREY! BDETVEE: THD ALLIES, THE EAST WEST 
TENSION THAT CAE TO BE CALLED THE COLD UAR, 

HERE AT THE U,ii, THE FOCUS HAS SHIFTED NOW TO THE CONFLICTS 
BETVEEH HORTH AND SOUTH, 3ET!'EEN THE EIGHT INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES 
AND THE POOR DEVELOPIiIG COU::TRIES. THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ARE 
BY ANID LARGE FORFER COLOHIES VHICH HAVE GAINED THEIR INDEPENDENCE 
SIHCE THE BERTH OF THE U.H. AND NEARLY TRIPLED ITS RANKS TO ONE 
HUNDRED FORTY FIVE MEMBERS. WITH MANY INTERESTS IN COMMON, THESE 
COUNTRIES FORM A NEW! AND VOCAL MAJORITY IN THE UNITED NATIONS AND, 
NOW THAT MEMBERSHIP IS PRACTICALLY UNIVERSAL, THE .U.N, HAS 
INCREASINGLY TRIED TO PROVIDE THE FRAHE'ORK TO DEAL WITH GLOBAL 


PROBLEMS. IN RECENT YEARS IT HAS ORGANIZATED GIGANTIC CONFERENCES 
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ON FOOD, POPULATION, TRADE AND CEVELOPHENT, THE ENVIRONMENT, THE 
LAW OF THE SEA, 

OF COURSE, SOHE OF THE OLD PROGLEMS REMAIH. THERE ARE ENOUGH 
ATOHIC WEAPONS AROUHD TO DESTROY THE WORLD SEVERAL TIHES OVER AND 
THE NUMBER OF COUNTRIES PROCESSING THEF IS THREATENII!G TO GROW, 
AND THE MIDDLE EAST AND CYPRUS ARE STILL THE SCENES OF POTENTIAL 
COHFLICT -- BUT UN PEACE KEEPING FORCES ARE STATIONED BETYEEN THE 
ANTAGONISTS IM BOTH PLACES. AND THE SEARCH CONTINUES AT THE 
GENERAL ASSEHSLY TO FIND A WAY TO DEAL WITH THE CHALLENGE OF 
DISARMAMELT. 

ALTHOUGH THE U.i!, CONES IN FOR A LOT OF CRITICISH FROM ALL 
SIDES, NOBODY SERIOUSLY TALKS ABOUT DISMANTLING IT, AS U.S. 
SENATOR HOWARD BAKER REMARKED HES THE OTHER DAY, THE UNITED 
NATIONS IS CONING TO BE SESi: AS A PERMANENT INSTITUTION 
BECAUSE IT HAS ENDURED, IT'S GETTIuG DIFFICULT TO IMAGINE THE 


WORLD '!ITHOUT IT, 


